The Whitman Paper Campaign


We, The Whitman Paper Campaign, urge Whitman College to establish a paper purchasing policy of 100% post-consumer waste (PCW) recycled paper for general use in all copiers and printers across campus. We also urge that all white paper communications from the college be printed on 100% PCW recycled paper. We feel that such a policy is necessary for an active application of Whitman’s Environmental Principles, specifically Point 1: “to reduce the amount of non-recyclable materials, to reuse materials when possible, and utilize recycled materials” and Point 7: “To further the use of reused materials, recyclable materials, and the Internet for campus communications.”


The college’s use of paper has a direct effect on our environment. One billion, seven hundred thousand trees are logged every year to supply the US with 200 billion pounds of paper. One third of the timber logged in our National Forests goes to make this paper. Many of these trees are logged right here in the pacific NW. As an influential member of the Pacific NW community, Whitman College has the ability to contribute to the preservation of our region’s natural heritage.   

For the spring semester of 2004, Whitman College used an average of 10,516 pages per day throughout the entire campus from January 19 to May 19. That ranges from the Library 2nd floor printer to the Business Office laser. Director of Human Resources, Cindy Waring, purchased for the school year of 2004-2005 8800 reams of paper, or 880 cases; 800 of these reams were 100% post-consumer waste recycled paper. The rest of the paper was 30% recycled paper, not necessarily post-consumer waste, much of it pre-consumer – coming from scraps at the paper mill among other things. Fortunately, most of this paper ends up in recycling bins across campus. However, an active recycling program does not justify an open-loop pattern of consumption. Recycling our paper but not in turn purchasing 100% PCW recycled paper falsely relieves us of responsibility for our waste. The popularity of recycling in this country has grown without a comparable increase in consumption of recycled materials. Consequently, much that is thrown into the recycling bin ultimately ends up in landfills. We must purchase recycled goods in order to increase the demand for such products.  


Whitman’s Paper Campaign is aiming for all of Whitman’s white printing paper to be 100% post-consumer waste paper. The current paper budget is approx. $22,000/year and is expected to increase around 5-7% per year based on inflation and increasing fuel costs. At a $5,416 increase, Whitman could achieve this goal. The intent of the Paper Campaign is to first implement recycled paper, and then through constant education achieve a mass reduction in paper usage at the college. From faculty to students to staff, everyone can consume less. From printing double-sided to using track changes instead of printing multiple drafts to reusing scrap paper, this is a reality and something that Whitman must not only consider, but implement. 

If fewer cases of paper were purchased each year the increased cost of 100% PCW recycled paper would be defrayed. With this in mind we are working to raise student, faculty and staff awareness of paper consumption. In the last few years, printers in all academic buildings have been switched to print double-sided by default, registration has been put online, newer copiers allowing for easy double-siding, and an increasing amount of faculty are utilizing the e-reserve system. All of these measures have, and will continue to, reduce the college’s paper consumption and thus the amount of paper that must be purchased annually. The college must complement these efforts by purchasing 100% PCW recycled paper.


Education is the key to making this transition a long-term success. The reality is that we need to reduce consumption; not just of paper products, but everything. Through various resources and educational events, the Paper Campaign hopes to create a campus that is aware of their actions in all realms, even outside of environmental issues. In buying recycled paper, we are supporting a closed loop – when we buy recycled paper, we show the world that recycling is worthwhile. This increases the market demand for recycled products and increases incentives for recycling programs. Help Whitman support this closed loop! 


In the last decade, Whitman’s reputation as an environmentally conscious institution has grown alongside its academic reputation. This growth is reflected in the increasing popularity of Whitman’s dynamic Environmental Studies program. A switch to a 100% PCW recycled paper purchasing policy would augment this environmental image. Having said this, we do not diminish the significance of such a policy by reducing it to a matter of public image, for it is primarily a matter of institutional leadership and integrity. We believe it is the responsibility of Whitman College to implement its Environmental Principles, to reflect student and employee beliefs, and to take an active role in the preservation of our natural world.
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The Facts About Paper
- Approximately one in five logged trees is used to make paper.

- One third of timber logged in public national forests (which belong to everyone in the U.S.) goes to make paper.

- The average American uses about 800 pounds of paper each year.

- The U.S. uses about 200 billion pounds of paper a year.  It takes 1.7 billion trees to make this much paper.

- Paper constitutes 40% of all the solid waste generated in the United States.

- 50% to 60% of all landfill space in the U.S. is composed of some form of paper.

- Paper consumption is growing.  In the last 30 years the global demand for paper has tripled.

- Most paper is bleached using chlorine compounds which result in the production of dioxin as a byproduct.

- Dioxin is a toxic cancer-causing chemical and the process of bleaching paper is the largest source of dioxin.

- 100% post-consumer waste recycled paper looks and performs just as well as the paper you are using now. 

- Over 90% of all printing and writing paper has no recycled content. 

- When we buy recycled paper, we show the world that recycling is worthwhile.  This increases the market demand for recycled products and increases incentives for recycling programs.  

- Over 80% of the world’s valuable old growth forests have already been destroyed.  In the United States 95% of our original old growth forests are gone.

TERMS

Post-Consumer Waste (PCW) - Fiber that has been used by a consumer, put in a recycling bin, gone through a recycling facility, and made into new paper.  Post-consumer waste is what most people mistakenly think of when they hear the word, “Recycled.”

Pre-Consumer Waste – Fiber made from mill scraps or recovered materials.  Most mills will use scraps and recovered materials anyway for financial reasons.  The term does not necessarily mean the paper was made from something somebody put in a recycling bin. 

Recycled Paper - Recycled paper can be made of post-consumer waste, pre-consumer waste, or some of each.

Processed Chlorine Free (PCF) - Recycled paper which is bleached without the use of chlorine.  Usually non-toxic hydrogen peroxide is used instead.

Elemental Chlorine Free (ECF) - This term refers to a bleaching process which still uses chlorine and still produces dioxin, but not as much.

WHAT YOU CAN DO!

- Remember paper is made from trees and don't waste it.  Use the back of paper and print double-sided whenever possible.  Use little pieces of paper when you only have to write a few things down.  This stuff really adds up.

- Recycle.  There is no reason to produce more garbage when paper can be used to make new paper.

- Buy recycled paper.  100% post-consumer waste, 100% processed chlorine free paper doesn't look any different from 100% virgin fiber paper to the untrained eye.

- Badger Envirographic, New Leaf Encore 100, Rolland Evolution 100, and Georgia Pacific Eureka 100, are all brands of quality 100% post-consumer waste recycled paper.

- Don't support corporations such as Weyerhauser that sell paper which is made from virgin fiber, old growth forests, public lands, or clear-cut forests.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION
- Contact Rainforest Action Network (www.ran.org), Sierra Student Coalition (www.ssc.org), Forest Ethics (www.forestethics.org), or one of the many other national environmental organizations working to end the unnecessary destruction of valuable forest ecosystems.

- Visit www.thepapercampaign.com or simply search the internet.

